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� Our May meeting will be on 
May 19th at Mount Lookout 
Grange, 680 Grand Ave. 
Mancos, CO

� The FCWG meets six times a 
year on the 3rd Saturday of 
odd numbered months. 
Meeting places vary and are 
announced in the newsletter 
published at the beginning of 
odd numbered months.

� Yearly dues for FCWG are 
$25.00 (payable in May for 
established members). 
Payments should be made out 
to FCWG and sent to: Kathy 
Sehnert, P.O. Box 253, Mancos, 
CO 81328.
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If you know how many spindles you have, 
you do not have enough spindles.

- Habetrot

Location: Mount Lookout 
Grange

Address: 680 Grand Avenue
Mancos, CO
Chat Time: 9:30 

Meeting Time: 
10:00 am

Program: 
We will be doing cookie 
cutter felting with Caroline 
Spurgeon. Bring felting 
needles, foam pad, and 
roving / fleece if you have them. 
If not, don’t worry there 
will be plenty to share.

Potluck Lunch



� President’s Message
Several weeks ago I took a trip to visit my parents in 

Pennsylvania.  I knew that there was a snow storm headed that 
way.  It was the 4th big storm in a very short time.  But I was sure that I 
would get there before it hit.  At the airport on Tuesday I had a good 
idea that this trip would not go as planned.  I was told that all the 
flights were cancelled.  I got as far as Dallas that morning but got 
stuck there overnight.  I made it to Chicago the following morning.  
Then I was told that the Harrisburg airport had been closed due to 
the weather!!   To make a long story short, I spent that night on a 
bench in the Chicago airport. They had thought that maybe I could 
get a flight out on Friday but was able to get one Thursday night.   
So I finally made it to my destination after 3 days of travel.  

On that second day of my adventure I decided that instead of 
being frustrated I would embrace the adventure.  I could enjoy the 
great book I had brought, do a bit of knitting and visit with people 
around me.  I started to enjoy myself!

It reminded me of something that Daryl Lancaster, a well known 
weaver and teacher, told us in class one day.  She was talking 
about weaving and said that she lets the weaving “speak” to her.   
Does this fabric fit my project?

There have been times when what she wove did not work for 
her project so she added it to her stash.   Sometimes she is inspired 
to weave a beautiful piece of fabric with no intended purpose.  And 
there were times when weaving for a specific project turned out just 
right.  I suspect that this is most often the case with her!  So when she 
starts to assemble her newest project, she goes to her stash and lets 
the fabric “speak” to her.  What would be the best ones to use?  

This idea of letting things “speak” to us gives us more freedom to 
be creative and not be so hard on ourselves.  Instead of getting all 
worked up about it (I am great at doing that!), maybe we should 
look at it as a learning experience and let the fabric “speak” to us.  
What would be a good use of this piece of fabric?!  I am not talking 
about throwing it away either!  There is always a use for every piece 
of fabric that we weave. We just need to figure it out.  

So in life as well as weaving, we might as well enjoy the 
adventure and let it “speak” to us. This outlook sure does take the 
pressure off of us, don’t you think?  Now  get to work and weave 
some fabric, let it speak to you and make something wonderful!  

Enjoy your adventure!  

Karen Dearing  505-334-2669 
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� Membership Chairman’s Report
MAY IS PAYDAY! Yup, time for dues. Please pay the membership chairman 
NOW. Or no later than August first. Dues are still $25. New members that 
have joined after January 1, 2018, get a bye for this year. Mail to: FCWG C/O 
Kathy Sehnert, P. O. Box 253, Mancos, CO 81328
New member since March. Abbie Wiler, Bayfield, 
Kathy Sehnert, FCWG Membership, PO Box 253, Mancos, CO 81328

� Treasurer’s Report
The treasurer report is not available, but Karen went to the bank to check on 
the account due to some reported scam attempts, our account is fine.  
There has not been any significant financial activity since the last report.

� Programs and Workshops Report
The program for the May meeting will be cookie cutter felting. Some of the 
Cortez members will be your guides for this relatively simple craft. Caroline 
has been instructing her Arizona group and they have taken it to the next 
level, you can too. Your felted item can be used as a pin, a toy, an 
ornament, a part of another project — let your imagination take over.
The supplies you’ll need are:
Cookie cutters — Lana and Val have a good supply, but you can bring any 
that you may especially want to work with. 
Felting needles if you have them. Those that are single needles are best, but 
others will work.
Roving. Any bits and pieces that you might have; all colors. Caroline has 
some to contribute, but not bright colors.
Piece of dense foam to felt on. We will bring what we have.
I have some pin backs if you want to make your item into a new name tag 
for guild meetings.
There will be no charge for the program unless some one bring roving to sell.

June 2 and 3 (Sat and Sun) is Anita Mayer’s Mud Pies for Adults on 
Saturday and Embellishment on Sunday. There are still spaces left! Lab fees 
and breakfast and lunch and a light snack will be provided and is included 
in the fee(dietary requirements will be addressed). Located at The Grange in 
Mancos, CO. Fee for the 2 day workshop is $110 for guild members and $120 
for non- guild attendees. We are limited to 20 participants. Please contact 
Jere at mermaid42001@q.com or 505-716-7106 for registration or more 
information and I will be at the meeting in March.

August 18 (Sat) is the date for our Temari Japanese Ball workshop, located 
in Farmington at the Fellowship of Spirit Church. The fee for this workshop is 
$35, which includes the lab fee. This will be a potluck  lunch and snacks. 
Class limit is 20. Please contact Jere at mermaid42001@q.com or 505-716-
7106 for registration or more information and I will be at the March meeting.

- Jere
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� Current News and Upcoming Events
� The Handweavers Guild of America, Inc. will present Convergence®, our 

international fiber arts conference, in Reno, NV, July 6-12, 2018 at the 
Peppermill Resort. http://www.weavespindye.org

� Intermountain Weavers Conference 
Bev Kajko, IWC Board--Publicity 
Mark your calendars! The next IWC will be held July 25 - 28, 2019 at Fort 
Lewis College in Durango, Colorado. The theme will be FIBER: YESTERDAY, 
TODAY, AND TOMORROW. Start planning your entries to the fashion show 
and Celebration of Fiber. Remember, there are scholarships available. 
This is a fun weekend for all fiber artists. We are working on a great line-
up of workshops and will offer 1- and 3-day workshops again. 
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� Announcements
� The Grand Opening for Southwest Farm to Yarn Collective will be May 31st. 

The store is located at 360 West 1st Street (the street behind Notah-Dineh
Trading Company), in Cortez, CO. This is a start up brick and mortar fiber 
store that is becoming a reality from our own Anne Worthington’s dream. 
Come by to see the new fiber store, enjoy snacks and coffee / tea. 

� Door Prizes!!!

� Of Interest
Ganado High School. Caroline Spurgeon sent them books and tools, 
Rose Vigil, sent them warp.... Cheryldine is Jay Begay’s sister. She is 
teaching her class weaving as part of art class.
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� Great Days of Learning How to Judge Fiber
Judges for fairs (fiber festivals, county and 4-H fairs) are getting 
hard to find and so Sara McCourt, Superintendent of Hand 
Spinning and Weaving, and now fleeces with the La Plata 
County fair organized a 3 day judging workshop in Mancos for 
interested parties.  She brought Ric Rao of Southwest Spinners 
Handspun Judges up to teach us about judging fleeces, 
handspun yarn, and items made from both handspun and 
commercial yarns.  Even if we never become judges (it uses an 
apprenticeship system before certification) it was a fantastic 
learning opportunity.

Eleven potential judges from Mancos, Hesperus, Aztec, 
Farmington, Durango and Cortez came to look at dozens of 
fleeces that ranged from unknown breeds scraped up off the 
shearing floor, to gleaming white jacketed fleeces.  We looked 
at fine wools, long, medium and down like wools including  
Navajo-churro, CVM, Merino, Rambouillet, Tunis, Dorset, Romney, 
and Cormo, as well as alpaca and mohair.  Most of the fleeces 
we looked at came from local breeders.  It was nice to know we 
have such a variety in the general area.

An entire day was spent learning to judge handspun yarn.  We 
looked at a variety of sample yarns that Ric brought up for the 
purpose of teaching what good and not so good handspun 
looks like.  We saw a variety of colors, types of yarn from wool to 
cotton, and styles of yarn.  Yes there were some interesting art 
yarns.  We also judged handspun yarns that we brought from our 
stashes.  I saw some beautiful yarns, most of which received blue 
ribbons.  We have some great handspinners in the area!!

The third day we judged items made with handspun and/or 
commercial yarns. If made with little or all handspun yarn we 
also had to judge the handspun as well as the weaving, knitting 
or crocheting.  Some of the items we looked at included lots of 
scarves and shawls, but also towels, blankets, and items that 
included sewing such as garments and bags.  The diversity 
represented taught us we had to learn to examine many 
different angles.  Ric brought a variety of samples to look at, but 
we also examined our own, most of which came from guild 
members. Like the handspinners, we have a lot of great local 
talent! 
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� March Meeting Minutes
March 17, 2018
Meeting called to order at 10AM
There was a round of introductions with a new member present
Old news- a move to accept these was made and seconded
Treasury Report reviewed-move to accept and this was seconded
Reminder that dues are due at next meeting in May
Workshops were discussed

June 2 & 3 with Anita Meyer(check spelling of last name) Cost $110.00
Food provided- motion was approved and seconded
20 people limit
$10 more for ones not in guild
Topic of workshop is Mudpies and Embellishments In Mancos

August 17th
15 people limit
In Farmington
Will be Pot Luck
$35.00
Topic is Tamari Balls (check spelling please)

Discussed Christmas Service projects
Discussed our Library as a resource
Deb donated a new book
Karen Dearing talked about using nature as an inspiration for weaving
Fiber center discussed

Approx 30 people involved
Open to donations of money and time
Store front in Cortez
sale of commercial yarn, hand made items and classes

Next meeting will be in Mancos cookie cutter needle felting will be taught by Caroline 
S.
Next came Show and Tell
Lunch Break
Weaving and Spinning questions were fielded
Meeting adjourned at 1:30PM

Respectfully submitted, Vicki Morningstar 

� Tips, Techniques, Educational Soundbites:
One of the items we judged at the workshop was a crepe blanket.  
This is a weave structure I haven’t seen much of.  According to 
Sharon Alderman in Mastering  Weave Structures (Interweave Press, 
2004), there are 2 ways to obtain a crepe fabric, one is physical and 
the other is structural.  A physical crepe uses highly twisted yarns in a 
plain weave, but with an open sett so that they will collapse and 
crinkle when wet-finished.  Tracking can create a crepey fabric, 
especially with a more open sett.  Structural crepes use a structure or 
pattern that is not readily ”understood” by the eye. The eye just sees 
a jumble of short floats in both directions (warp and weft).



� Library
We have been gifted with several books from some of our members. We 
thank you for your gifts. If you have any books or related sewing, weaving, 
spinning or knitting books that need to find a new home, why not donate 
them to the guild library? If you would like to know what we already have in 
our library you can go into the guild website to see the list. I will bring a 
selection of books to the next meeting for members to check out. This is a 
good source of information that needs to be used! Karen Dearing at 
krdearing@yahoo.com, 505.334.2669 or 505.860.7735 (cell).

� Contacts for the Four Corners Weavers’ Guild
President  - Karen Dearing 505.334.2669

505.860.7735 (cell)
krdearing@yahoo.com

Vice President – Valerie Hopper 505.330.5677
valeriehopper54@gmail.com

Secretary – Vicki Morningstar 970.779.8314
tgrmorn51@gmail.com

Treasurer – Marianne Hurley 970.560.5878
marianne@crocker.com

Membership Chair – Kathy Sehnert 970.533.7707
kssehnert@gmail.com

Newsletter – Anne Worthington and woollylizard49@gmail.com
Cherie Pitman cheriepitman@gmail.com

� Links: Weaver’s Conferences / Fiber Festivals / 
Magazines and Newsletters

Great Basin Fiber Arts Fair:  May 11-12, 2018 https://www.gbfaf.org/
Flag Wool and Fiber Festival: June 2-3, 2018 http://www.flagwool.com
Estes Park Wool Market:  June 7-10, 2018 http://www.visitestespark.com/events-
calendar/special-events/wool-market/
Intermountain Weavers Conference: July 6-12, 2018
http://www.intermountainweavers.org
Complex Weavers: July 10-13, 2018 https://www.complex-weavers.org
Salida Fiber Festival: September 8-9, 2108 http://www.salidafiberfestival.com
Sneffels Fiber Festival: September 29-30, 2018 http://www.sneffelsfiberfest.com
Taos Wool Festival:  October 6-7,2018 http://taoswoolfestival.org
Conference of Northern California Handweavers: http://www.cnch.org
Albuquerque Fiber Arts Fiesta: 2019 http://www.fiberartsfiesta.org

Weaving Today: http://www.interweave.com/store/weaving/weaving-
books/weaving-books-ebooks
Handwoven Magazine: http://www.interweave.com/store/weaving/weaving-
magazines/weaving-magazines-handwoven
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Please send newsletter information to Anne Worthington, 23647 Road 
G.2, Cortez, CO 81321, or to woollylizard49@gmail.com.
The newsletter is usually sent out the first week of the meeting months, so 
have information to me by the last week of the month before the 
meeting.
Classified ads cost $5.00 (payable to FCWG) and should be sent to 
Marianne Hurley, P.O. Box 1344, Mancos, CO 81328.

Go into Mancos at the stoplight in the middle of town, take a right at 
Grand Avenue, heading west. Go down to 680 Grand Avenue. If you 
get lost call Karen 505-860-7735

Mount Lookout Grange, 680 Grand Ave. Mancos, CO
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